"ON THE FRONTIER"

"IS THERE A RELEASE FROM DEATH?"
by Linus A. Mathis lll

Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary defines death as: a per manent cessation of all vital functions: the end of
life. Themedical profession describesdeath asanirreversiblestate. Thiswould make onewonder how we could
say that a person " died" on the oper ating table and wasresuscitated. Could it be that they were never really
dead? Webster isaccurate as are the professionals, death isirreversible, at least for the present. Dictionary
and professionals aside, what doesthe Bible haveto say? Mogt of usare familiar with the concept of going to
heaven upon dying. But isthat really what the scriptures say?

John 3:13
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man
[Jesus Christ speaking of himself] which isin heaven.

This same truth was adequately communicated thr oughout the entire Old Testament.

Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

The context of Ecclesiastes 9 also tellsusthat thereisno consciousnessin death. Thiswould mean that thereis
no anxiety, fear, suffering, loneliness, or grief. These are emotions associated with theliving. The dead know
not anything. Nor dothey "feel" anything.

What about " hell" ? Biblically, theword hell (in all usagesrelevant to the subject of man'sdying) istrandated
either from the Hebrew word sheol or the Greek word hades. Both wordsliterally mean graveor pit,i.e. ahole
intheground. The"HELL FIRE" that hasbeen preached, isnot a place currently in existence. Furthermore,
God ismerciful and loving not cruel and vengeful. The scripturesdeclarein| John 1:3that God islight and in
Him isnodarknessat all. It is people who want to send peopleto"HELL", not God. Hell, asin hell fire, is
reserved for the Devil, the Bead, the False Prophet and the like.

| Corinthians 15:22
For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.

Itisin Christ that we arereleased from the"irreversible" grip of death. But when?
| Thessalonians 4:16,17
For theL ord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the ar changel, and with

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall risefirst:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Why would the dead haveto beraised if they are already in heaven? That wouldn't make any sense, would it!
When Jesus Christ died he was buried (went to hades, the grave) and was resurrected three days and three
nightslater. Then forty dayswere spent upon earth in hisresurrected body befor e his ascending into heaven.
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Even he didn't go straight to heaven! Asfor limbo and purgatory, these concepts are completely without any
Scriptural basis, totally fictitious. The Bible speaks of two Resurrections, of Christ'sRetur n, of heaven and hell
but not of purgatory or limbo (isthat a game?).

| Corinthians 15:21
For since by man [Adam] came death, by man [Jesus Christ] came also the resurrection of the dead.

Note carefully that there isto be a resurrection of the dead. Why resurrect them if they are already alive
somewhere? Tosay that they arealive now isillogical and unscriptural. But thereisa day coming when they
will be made alive. It isnot a question of |F only WHEN! The Bible saysthat no man knowsthe hour. So if
someone saysthey know, they ar e contradicting theBible. Read it for your self. I1f wereally knew when, it would
change life and free choice aswe know it. What a cruel joke that would be!!!

TheWord of God clear ly declar esdeath to be an enemy and that it will remain sountil the corruptiblearemade
incorruptibleand themortal aremadeimmortal (I Corinthians 15:26,54). Until then death isan enemy and not
a"welcomefriend” assomehave asserted. If those whoteach the Biblewould simply teach the Bible you would
have Truth. You do not have Truth with experience, opinion, tradition or denominational viewpoint. If the
Truth wer etaught the psychicswould not have aleg to stand on. Theseanceswith their sensitivesand mediums
would be out of business. Thereisnoway to speak to the dead! Not if they are dead! If God'sWord were
taught, all of these spiritual counterfeits would be unemployed. Thissubject isworthy of months of study and
learning. It isrelevant to how we view our selvestoday and establishes our expectationsfor eternity. But rest
assured of thisonething, the Retur n of Jesus Christ will causelifeto once again flow in the hour glassof timel!!
For then and only then will the dead be made alive. Avoid uncertainty, be a Christian, believe Romans 10:9!
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"ON THE FRONTIER"

"ONE NATION UNDER GOD INDIVISIBLE AND NON-DENOMINATIONAL"

by Linus A. Mathis lll

Controver sy continuesto rage over what the Supreme Court claimsto be the intent (certainly not the wor ding)
of the First Amendment. Their claim is" separation of church and state". Tounderstand the logic behind the
First Amendment one would need to understand the logic of it's framers. It isclear from the requirements
placed upon those who vied for public office that they wer e expected to be not just " paliticians' but " Christian
politicians" .

Consider thisexcer pt from the constitution of Delawar e during the era of the framing of the Fir st Amendment:

Article 22. Every person, who shall be chosen a member of either house, or appointed to any office or
placeof trust...shall...make and subscribethefollowing declar ation, towit: "I, , doprofessfaith
in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for
evermor e; and | do acknowledgethe holy scripturesof the Old and New Testament tobegiven by divine
inspiration.

Thistype of requirement wasthe norm, not the exception, of the day. Hereisthetext in question:

" Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit the free exercise
ther eof"

At that time the word 'religion’ was used inter changeably with - religious sect, religious society or particular
denomination. Bearing that in mind the under standing would be as follows:

" Congress shall make no law establishing one Christian denomination as the national denomination”

The absence of general Christian principle or ethic was not a consideration in their thinking. Consider this
guote from Patrick Henry:

“It cannot beemphasized toostrongly or toooften that thisgr eat nation wasfounded, not by religionists,
but by Christians, not on religions but on the gospel of Jesus Christ! For thisvery reason peoples of
other faiths have been affor ded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of wor ship here.”

They did have a strong conviction that no one denomination should hold sway. Why? Because they under stood
that theview point of a particular denomination might very well be color ed by that groupsconcernsand beliefs.
But to discard theliteral Truth of Scripture? NEVER!!!

The entire foundation of this great nation of oursislaid upon the Word of God. For instance, the concept of
three branches of gover nment.

Isaiah 33:22
For the LORD [is] our judge {judicial branch), the LORD [is] our lawgiver (legidative branch), the
LORD [ig] our king {executive branch}; he will save us.

Let'snot for get the ten commandmentswhich, alongwith other aspectsof M osaic law, arethevery fabric of our
mor al, legal and ethical practices. Because of this, our gover nment and it's constitution have weather ed many
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stormsthese two hundred plusyears. The problems only arise when we outlaw God and His Word from our
schools and shops. But what we do not want to direct our land isscriptural opinion shaded by denominational
belief.

Il Peter 1:20
Knowing thisfirst, that no prophecy of the scriptureis of any private inter pretation.

Jesus Chrigt said the following concer ning systems of belief:

Mark 7:7
Howbeit in vain do they wor ship me, teaching [for] doctrinesthe commandments of men.

Christian principlesfor gover ning life should most definitely be the foundation for gover nment, even if it isthe

"90's". Honestly speaking, we have more and enjoy less today than any of our lessfortunate ancestors. The

reason for thisisrejection of Scripturesand the God who Authored them.

For Christiansto abdicate their role in gover nment to those who have no " fear of God" isgraveerror. If you

do not respect God whom you can not see, how will you respect your fellow man who you can see! The

reper cussions of ungodly " legal inter pretations’ will plague usfor generationsif left unchecked.

Perhaps what needsto be said to our nation and the people who govern it isbest stated by this ver se:
Jeremiah 3:22

Return, yebackdidingchildren, [and] | will heal your backdlidings. Behold, wecomeuntothee; for thou
[art] the LORD our God.
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"ON THE FRONTIER"

"NO HIDDEN COSTS! NO FINE PRINT! NO LEGALESE!"

By Linus A. Mathis IlI

Misconceptionsabound when it comestoan under standing of salvation. Far too many think that salvation must be ear ned or paid
for. Othersbelieve that God has some hidden agenda. Nothing could be further from thetruth.

TheBibleclearly statesin Ephesians 2:8-9 that salvation isthe gift of God. We do not haveit of our selvesand it isnot of works
so no one should boast of per sonal goodness. If it were possible for mankind to affect it'sown redemption, God would have been
spared the pain of offering up His Son. Yet, because of His great love, He offered him up freely (John 3:16; Romans 3:24;
5:15,16,18; 8:32). For anyonetothink that they can pay for redemption isfolly unsupported by scripture.

Psalms 49:6-9
They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselvesin the multitude of their riches;

None of them can by any meansredeem hisbrother, nor giveto God a ransom for him:

(For theredemption of their soul isprecious, and it ceaseth for ever:)

That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption.
Theredemption of a soul iscostly and forever UNATTAINABLE! That is, for mortal man. But not for God!!! Thisiswhy He
provided a Saviour for mankind. That Saviour istheLord JesusChrist astestified to by Romans 10:9,10. Mankind can not be
redeemed with monetary means, asisclearly set forthin | Peter 1:18,19. Y ou can not pur chase salvation via cor r uptible means.

Thankfully, we do not have to, it has already been purchased with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. THISISGOD'SFREE
GIFT TO MANKIND!

Per haps the misunder standing isin regardsto money. People say that money isevil. The Bible has often been misquoted to
support that very concept. TheBiblesaysquiteplainly that it istheL OVE of money that istheroot of ALL evil (I Timothy 6:10),
not themoney itself. Toput ANYTHING before God isidolatry and that would include money. A simpledefinition of love; when
you can't get enough of something. We have all seen what that leads to, when money is the object of adoration, haven't wel
Money itself isneither good nor bad. Money isa medium of exchange, nothing more. Moreover, contrary to popular belief, God
expects usto be prosperous (111 John 2; Philippians 4:19; Psalm 37:25; Proverbs 22:4; etc.) and healthy.

M aybe the communication beginsto break down with our under standing of the word gift? Do you remember thisphrase from
the holiday song " ...he's making a list of who's naughty and nice..."? Of course, if you are not good you will not get any gifts.
But isn't being good a behavior? Would that not mean that anything given for good behavior was earned? We aretold from a
very early age that if we are not good we will not get our gifts. If we are bad, our giftswill be confiscated. GIFTS??? Doyou
get agift from your employer at theend of theweek, or doyou get awage? Big difference, oneisearned through toil, oneisfreely
given. The giftsof God are not reneged upon either. Hisgiftsarefired by the passion of an eternal love. Hisgift of salvation
isfreely available to anyone desiring liber ation from the evil of this present world. If you haven't already done so, do it NOW,
confessRomans 10:9 and receive the gift of salvation. It doesn't cost usanything becauseit cost God ever ything, thelife of Jesus
Christ.
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"ON THE FRONTIER"

"The Power And Poetry Of Christianity"
by Linus A. Mathis llI

Thebest preacher sarethe oneswholivetheir preaching. Good in action iswhat we need to see, not just hear about. Thelecture
might well be true but most lessons are learned observing the lecturer. | could easily misunderstand words but there's no
mistaking life and action. | gleaned thisthought from a poem | read yearsago. How true thisstill ist Our actions can speak
much mor e loudly than our words.

When it comesto keeping young peopleinterested in spiritual thingsther e needsto be action to corroborate our teachings. This
truth is conveyed most authoritatively in the Scriptures.

| Thessalonians 1:5
For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but alsoin power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; asye
know what manner of men we wer e among you for your sake.

Thereneedstobeteaching! You can't expect young peopletobeinterested in spiritual matter sif you don't teach them. Consider
Psalms 34:11. Secondarily, the teacher (if possible, the parent) livesthe teaching. Consider therecord in 11 Timothy 3:10-ff.
Timothy was taught the Word of God by people who lived the Word of God. Consequently, he practiced the Word of God. Too
often theteachingis, "doas| say, not asl do". Thiscan't continueif we areto see character and moral fiber in our youth. The
answer to strong young peopleisgiven in Psalms119:9 and | John 2:14. How can a young per son take heed unto something they
areignorant of?

Inthelandsand timesof the Bibleadaily teachingwasgiven tochildren. That teachingisfoundin Proverbs1:7-16. Pleaseread
it sometime. The following sums up the teaching:

Proverbs1:17
Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird.

If abird seesa snareit will avoid it. When a young per son who loves God recognizessin, they avoid it. If our young people are
taught the Truth of God'sWord they will respond toit. David wasonly seventeen when he dew Goliath! Joseph and Mary were
responsibletoraise the Christ while yet in their teens! Timothy was charged to allow no man to despise hisyouth. While only
ateen he was prepar ed to assume the Apostle Paul's responsibilities! We need to show our children that our wordsand actions
agree. They will respond!!! Young people are attracted to authority and respect integrity.

Psalms 71:17,18
O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have | declared thy wondrous works.

Now alsowhen | am old and grayheaded, O God, for sake me not; until | have shewed thy strength unto thisgener ation,
and thy power to every one that isto come.
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"ON THE FRONTIER"

"Render Unto God The Things That Are God's"
by Linus A. Mathis lll

It isclear from Scripturethat it not God's Will for any genuine (must be based on Biblical Truth, not just any religion) godly
serviceto pay tribute to any gover nment.

Ezra7:24
Also we certify you, that touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, porters, Nethinims (temple servants), or
minister s of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose tall, tribute, or custom, upon them.

Therefore, if tax isimpaosed upon any genuine service of or for God, thetaxing body isat fault. However, the taxed party would
beresponsibleto respond tothetax levied in accordance with the " laws of theland" (I Peter 2:13-ff). Aslongasthelawswhich
gover n usdo not prevent usfrom keeping thelaw of God, we aretoobey them. From God'spoint of view, lifeistooshort to spend
in entanglements of any kind (II Timothy 2:4).

Matthew 22:17-21

Tell ustherefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, [ye] hypocrites? Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a
penny. And he saith untothem, Whoseisthisimageand super scription? They say untohim, Caesar's. Then saith heunto
them, Render therefore unto Caesar the thingswhich are Caesar's, and unto God the thingsthat are God's.

Thisrecordisnot referringtopropriety or impropriety intaxation of religion. Itisclear that Jesusperceived their " wickedness'
and thefact that they wer e asking thisquestion totempt him. In the landsand times of the Bible, a figur e such as Caesar would
put hislikeness on the currency. He considered himself a " god" and as such, desired subjection and wor ship. To wor ship his
currency would be, in affect, towor ship him. TheLord simply said to give him back what was hisanyway, i.e. the money. But
giveto God what isHis. God isdue rever ence, obedience, honor, love, wor ship, dedication and trust. 1f onetrusts God, money
isnever important. Today people cling to money asthough it were life support. Really, they should cleave unto God. Heisthe
Author of life and He alone can deliver man. He alone deserves wor ship!!!

Biblically speaking, every individual is accountable for their own words and deeds. What is done by one party in no way
exoner ates any other party (though innocent or victimized) from their own responsible action and thought. You and | are
responsibletorespond in a Christian fashion tothethingsin lifethat are presented tous. Even if ungodly pressuresareimposed
upon us, our God demands that we behave asHis children. Since HeisHoly, He expectsusto be haly.

Romans 12:19-21
Dearly beloved, avenge not your selves, but rather give placeuntowr ath: for it iswritten, Vengeanceismine; | will repay,

saith theLord. Thereforeif thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap
coals of fireon hishead. Be not over come of evil, but over come evil with good.
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"ON THE FRONTIER"

"To Be Free Or Not To Be Free - That Is The Question”
by Linus A. Mathis lll

Thereisareligious " bias' in our nation today. What is good for the gooseis not lawful for the gander. How ironic that the
system of beliefsresponsible for the free exercise of all isthe one penalized. Our nation was conceived in Christian hearts and
the documents which govern her sprang forth from the guidance of Almighty God. Indeed (though some with short memories
and tall tales might dispute) ours had it'sinception asa Christian nation and every intent on the part of it's founder s was that
sheremain that way.

"The birthday of the nation isindissolubly linked with the birthday of the Saviour [and] forms a leading event in the
progress of the gospel dispensation...The Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on the
foundation of the Redeemer' smission upon earth [and] laid the cor ner stoneof human gover nment upon thefir st precepts
of Christianity" John Quincy Adams

The Bible was a basic reference for the founding fathers.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

God given rightst When God givessomething He never takesit back. Thisisquitedifferent from"human rights'. Humansare
all toowilling torenege, aren't they! Yet, it is"human rights' which have center stage. Humans, in their struggle for rights,
rarely consider what God thinks. And should He disagr ee with them, they are swift toreject Him.

Romans 11:29
For the giftsand calling of God are without repentance.

Y ou see, God gave man free-will. Man must make up hisown mind. Man hasthe God given right to believe what he chooses.
Our founding fathersrealized this.

Romans 10:9
That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth the L ord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Notetheword IF, thisisaword of condition, honoring your right to choose. A Bible believing Christian will always honor the
free-will of another. Lovehonorstheright tochoose. Nothing outside of TRUE Christianity can makethisclaim. If you are now
ponderingthe Crusadesor the Spanish I nquisition, etc., let me assur eyou that they wer e gener ated by denominations, not by God
centered Chrigtians. Christianswould not outlaw prayer in our schools and condonethe celebr ation of Halloween. They would
not expose us to an endless parade of psychics, sensitives, mediums, witches, warlocks and other ungodly practices. Yet, when
they try to get the Lord Jesus Christ and the Gospel of Deliveranceintothe public arena, every effort to discredit and blackball
them is made. Yes, religious freedoms do abound in our country, particularly if you are NOT a Bible believing Christian.
Remember, having the right to choose does not guar antee that the choiceiscorrect. At onetime they chose to believe that the
world wasflat! Look up Galatians 6:7 before you make your next choice.
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