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“For the glory of God and the furtherance of the gospel”

A Full Glass
by LinusA. Mathis|l1

Have you ever taken a glass and
filled it to the brim with water? If
you're careful, you can take the
water to a level dightly higher than
the rim of the glass. This physical
marvel is called a meniscus. The
condition that permitsthisissurface
tension. Intermolecular forcesabout
theindividual surface moleculesgive
the water surface propertieslike an
elastic skin under tension. It'samost
remarkable sight! (You might want
totry thisbeforeyou read on. At the
very least, this little demonstration
will educate and entertain your kids.
And at its concluson you may
guench your thirst.)

This may all seem ridiculousy
simple yet, one of life's greatest
lessonsisto belearned from thisfull
glass of water. You see, since the
glassis full, you can't put any more
in it. If you try, the surface tension
will be broken and the meniscus will
cease to exist. Moreover, the water
will spill out. Nothing will be gained
and the additional water will be lost.
All effortswill be wasted along with
the spilled water. We all know this
so well that we give it almost no
thought.

The man who knows everything is
like a full glass of water, you can't
teach him anything. And today
there are more and more men who
seem to know everything. When |
was a kid that type of person was
called a know-it-all. When you
reach the place where you think

you've learned it all, you ought to
start over. You haven't learned
anything. You've missed the most
rudimentary of life's lessons.

Psalms 25:9

Themeek [thereceptive] will he
guide in judgment: and the
meek will he teach hisway.

How can God teach and guide
someone who already has the
answers?

James 4:6

But he giveth more grace
Wherefore he saith, God
resisteth the proud [haughty,
self-sufficient, the opposite of
humble], but giveth grace unto
the humble [those who realize
that they need God's help].

The words "meek"” and "humble"
have been degraded in our modern
use of them. Today, a person whois
meek and humbleisconsidered tobe
weak and cowardly. Biblically, a
person who is humble is wise. A
humble person is one who has
emptied himself of all arrogant
notions of haughty self-sufficiency.
They recognize the need for God's
help and depend upon it. Meek
people are those who have humbled
themselves. They have emptied
themselvesand areready tobefilled.
They are teachable. A meek person
is one who hears and accepts God's
Word without argument and
stubbor nness. Humility and
meekness are not signs of weakness,
but of strength and intelligence.

Proverbs 22:4
By humility and the fear
[reverence, respect] of the

LORD are riches, and honour,
and life.

Modern man is becoming more and
more arrogant and self-sufficient.

Heisa"full glass" Full of himself
and full of hot air. Thisis not an
enviable situation. In the logic of

Dirty Harry, "they have become
legends in their own minds."
Unless, that man humbles himself he
cannot be delivered.

If you are full, consider becoming
empty. If you are pouring God's
Word, Matthew 7:6; Proverbs 9:8;
10:17; 12:1; 13:8; 15:31; 25:12 and
[l Timothy 3:16,17, should be of
interest to you.

1 Peter 5:6

Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due
time:
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