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“For the glory of God and the furtherance of the Gospel’

What A Difference
A Day Makes

by Linus A. Mathis IlI

One day in the life of any man or
woman can bring about monumental
change. A singular event can forever
alter your coursein life. Such events
are often unexpected and sudden.
Take, for instance, an auto accident.
Wedon't plan them yet they happen.
They are brief, violent and can
forever change the people involved.
Loss of loved ones and debilitating
physical injuries painfully intrude
upon us and cause us to live out our
lives differently than we had
planned. These things happen every
day. Which is why we should savor
every blessed minute, for our lives
can be changed in an instant.

Ecclesiastes 9:10

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to
do, doit with thy might; for there
is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave, whither thou goest.

That's great advice! Sometimes we
get tothinking that we'reinvincible.
But, God has a wonderful way of
putting things back into per spective
for us.

James 4:14

Whereas ye know not what shall
be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away.

The word vapour comes from the
Latin word for steam. Vapour is a
diffused matter which floats in the

air and impairs its transparency.
Likefogor smoke. Our livesarelike
smoke. We may puff up but even the
most gentle " breeze" can cause usto
dissipate. Life is fragile and
temporal. Even the smallest of
Circumstances can scatter our plans
and transfor m our existence. Noneof
usareexempt from thefrailty of life.
The potential for a life changing
experience lies around every corner.

| Peter 1:24, 25, 23

For all flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man asthe flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away:

Aren't you glad that's not the last
versein the Bible?

Ver se 25:

But the word of the Lord
endureth for ever. And thisisthe
word which by the gospel is
preached unto you.

Praise God for
Word!

His magnificent

Verse 23:

Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of
God, whichliveth and abideth for
ever.

Our God is wonderful! Praise Him
for Hismercy and Hisgrace!!! When
you confessJesusasL ord and believe
in your heart that God has raised
him from the dead you are saved,
born again of His seed.

Notice how the word seed isused in

the phrase containing the word
corruptible but not in the phrase
with thewordincorruptible. God did
this deliberately to emphasize the
incorruptibility of His seed in you.
That's the new birth! It is a life
changing experience, the effects of
which last throughout eternity.
Thank God that not every
circumstance has negative impact!
Surely the greatest and most
satisfying experiences are those
which center around God and His
Son.

The following passage contains the
record of a man who walked into
circumstances beyond his control.
One wonders how such an episode
must have revised hislife.

Luke 23:13-46

And Pilate, when he had called
together the chief priestsand the
rulersand the people,

Said unto them, Ye have brought
this man unto me, as one that
perverteth the people: and,
behald, I, having examined him
beforeyou, have found nofault in
this man touching those things
wher eof ye accuse him:

No, nor yet Herod: for | sent you
tohim; and, lo, nothing wor thy of
death isdone unto him.

| will therefor e chastise him, and
release him.

(For of necessity he must release
one unto them at the feast.)

And they cried out all at once,
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saying, Away with this man, and
release unto us Bar abbas:

(Whofor acertain sedition made
in the city, and for murder, was
cast into prison.)

Pilate therefore, willing to
release Jesus, spake again to
them.

But they cried, saying, Crucify
him, crucify him.

And he said unto them the third
time, Why, what evil hath he
done? | have found no cause of
death in him: | will therefore
chastise him, and let him go.

And they were instant with loud
voices, requiringthat hemight be
crucified. And the voices of them
and of thechief priestsprevailed.

And Pilate gave sentence that it
should be asthey required.

And he released unto them him
that for sedition and murder was
cast into prison, whom they had
desired; but he delivered Jesusto
their will.

And as they led him away, they
laid hold upon one Simon, a
Cyrenian, coming out of the
country, and on him they laid the
cross, that he might bear it after
Jesus.

What must have been going through
Simon's mind? He was coming from
the country. He may have been
visiting another village for business
or pleasure. Or he could smply have
been coming out of a field, perhaps
on a work break. Maybe he just
traversed a local field on his way
home? Whatever the case, carrying

theL ord'simplement of death wasn't
in his plans. He was from Cyrene,
the capitol of Libyain North Africa.
His home was the center of a
civilized area on the coast some 11
milessouth of theM editer ranean Sea
and many miles from Jerusalem.
Yet, that day in Jer usalem, hundreds
of miles from Cyrene, Simon's life
wasinterrupted.

Verses 27-31

And there followed him a great
company of people, and of
women, which also bewailed and
lamented him.

But Jesustur ninguntothem said,
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep
not for me, but weep for
your selves, and for your children.

For, behold, the daysare coming,
in the which they shall say,
Blessed are the barren, and the
wombs that never bare, and the
paps which never gave suck.

Then shall they begin to say to
the mountains, Fall on us; and to
the hills, Cover us.

For if they do these thingsin a
green tree, what shall be donein
thedry?

Imagine the bedlam that day! How
the Adversary must have
contaminated themindsof thepeople
present. You can be sure as this
Situation progressed all that could be
done to exacerbate the melee was
effected.

Ver ses 32-46
And there were also two other,
malefactors, led with him to be
put to death.

And when they were come tothe
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place, which is called Calvary,
therethey crucified him, and the
malefactors, one on the right
hand, and the other on the left.

Then said Jesus, Father, forgive
them; for they know not what
they do. And they parted his
raiment, and cast lots.

And the people stood beholding.
And the rulers also with them
derided him, saying, He saved
others; let him save himsdlf, if he
be Chrigt, the chosen of God.

And the soldiers also mocked
him, coming to him, and offering
him vinegar,

And saying, If thou betheking of
the Jews, save thyself.

And a superscription also was
written over him in letters of
Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew,
THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS.

And one of themalefactor swhich
were hanged railed on him,
saying, If thou be Chrigt, save
thyself and us.

But theother answering rebuked
him, saying, Dost not thou fear
God, seeing thou art in the same
condemnation?

And we indeed justly; for we
receive the due reward of our
deeds. but this man hath done
nothing amiss.

And he said unto Jesus, Lord,
remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom.

And Jesus said unto him, Verily |
say unto thee, To day shalt thou
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be with mein paradise.

And it was about the sixth hour,
and therewasadar knessover all
the earth until the ninth hour.

And the sun was darkened, and
the veil of thetemplewasrent in
the midst.

And when Jesushad cried with a
loud voice, he said, Father, into
thy hands | commend my spirit:
and having said thus, he gave up
the ghost.

Simon of Cyrene wasdrawn intothe
center of man's darkest day. That
day they crucified and killed the
Lord Jesus Christ. How that must
havejolted him! There'snoway that
he could have been prepared for
such a phenomenon. Never before or
since has such a thing occurred. Yet,
that day Simon found himself right
in the middle of it all. Do you think
this may have had a permanent
effect on him? Of courseit did. The
Word tells us something else about
this man, hewas a father.

Mark 15:21,22

And they compel one Smon a
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming
out of the country, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, to bear his
Cross.

And they bring him unto the
place Golgotha, which is, being
inter preted, The place of a skull.

Hissonsareeven named. I n fact, the
namesAlexander and Rufuscomeup
again in Scripture. The following
verseis set in the context of a great
riot that took place in Ephesus.
Demetrius, a local silversmith, was
angry at the Apostle Paul for
preaching the Gospel. It seems

Demetrius earned his living by
crafting idols. Consequently, he
incited the other smithsto the place
that the entire city was filled with
confusion. Some of the believers
decided to intercede as Paul wasthe
focus of this mob anger. An
individual named Alexander was
therethat day.

Acts19:33

And they drew Alexander out of
the multitude, the Jews putting
him forward. And Alexander
beckoned with the hand, and
would have made his defence
unto the people.

Was this man the son of Simon?
M ost scholar scontend that hewas. I f
0, Paul knew his brother and his
mother.

Romans 16:13
Salute Rufus chosen in the Lord,
and his mother and mine.

If these two are the sons of Simon of
Cyrene, we can expect that Paul
knew him aswell. | am hard pressed
to not see this man Simon greatly
changed by what happened that
momentous day. | like to think this
led him to atotal surrender to God.
Maybe it did and maybe it didn't.
But, one thing is for sure, you are
never the same after you meet the
Lord Jesus. When his path crosses
yours, extraor dinary things happen.
Hecan comeintoyour lifewhen your
least expect it. That's when the
fireworksreally begin.

There was a man named Stephen. A
wonder ful man totally dedicated to
God. A man filled with the spirit of
God. A man of faith. He stood for
God and His Word in the face of
terror without reservation.
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Acts 6:8-14; 57-59%

And Stephen, full of faith and
power, did great wonders and
mir acles among the people.

Then there arose certain of the
synagogue, which is called the
synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians,
and of them of Cilicia and of
Asia, disputing with Stephen.

And they were not able to resist
the wisdom and the spirit by
which he spake.

Then they suborned men, which
said, We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against
M oses, and against God.

And they stirred up the people,
and the elders, and the scribes,
and came upon him, and caught
him, and brought him to the
council,

And set up false witnesses, which
said, This man ceaseth not to
speak blasphemouswor dsagainst
this holy place, and the law:

For we have heard him say, that
this Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place, and shall
change the customswhich M oses
delivered us.

In your leisure read this entire
account. You will find the greatest
overview of Old Testament history
ever delivered in the words Stephen
spoke that day. Sadly, hiswords did
not cause those disputing with himto
repent. Rather, they stoned him to
death. What | would like you to
noticeat thisjunctureisthe mind-set
of Saul (later known as Paul the
Apostle).
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Verses 57-59a

Then they cried out with a loud
voice, and stopped their ear s, and
ran upon him with one accord,

And cast him out of the city, and
stoned him: and the witnesses
laid downtheir clothesat ayoung
man'sfeet, whose namewas Saul.

And they stoned Stephen, ...

Acts8:1-3

And Saul wasconsenting unto his
death. And at that timetherewas
a great persecution against the
church which was at Jerusalem;
and they were all scattered
abroad throughout the regions of
Judaea and Samaria, except the
apostles.

And devout men carried Stephen
to his burial, and made great
lamentation over him.

As for Saul, he made havock of
the church, entering into every
house, and haling men and
women committed them to
prison.

Not only was Saul bitterly opposed to

saints did | shut up in prison,
having received authority from
the chief priests; and when they
were put to death, | gave my
voice against them.

And | punished them oft in every
synagogue, and compelled them
to blaspheme; and being
exceedingly mad against them, |
persecuted them even unto
strange cities.

What Paul (Saul) didn't know when
he assayed to go to Damascus was
that hispath wastobeinter sected by
the Lord himself.

Acts9:1-22

And Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter
against the disciples of theLord,
went unto the high priest,

And desired of him letters to
Damascustothe synagogues, that
if he found any of this way,
whether they were men or
women, he might bring them
bound unto Jerusalem.

And as he journeyed, he came
near Damascus. and suddenly
there shined round about him a
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him, Arise, and go into the city,
and it shall be told thee what
thou must do.

And the men which journeyed
with  him stood speechless,
hearing a voice, but seeing no
man.

And Saul arose from the earth;
and when his eyes were opened,
he saw no man: but they led him
by the hand, and brought him
into Damascus.

And he was three days without
sight, and neither did eat nor
drink.

And there was a certain disciple
at Damascus, named Ananias,
and to him said the Lord in a
vision, Ananias. And he said,
Behold, | am here, Lord.

And the Lord said unto him,
Arise, and go into the street
which is called Straight, and
enquirein the house of Judas for
one called Saul, of Tarsus: for,
behald, he prayeth,

And hath seen in a vison a man

Chrigtianity, it was for him a
vendetta. He thought he was doing
God a service and in the name of
God did horrible things to God's
people. He pursued after them with heard a voice saying unto him,
unsur passed viciousness. Year s later Saul, Saul, why per secutest thou
he's found describing his for mer me?

behavior to King Agrippa:

named Ananias coming in, and
putting his hand on him, that he
might receive hissight.

light from heaven:

And he fell to the earth, and
Then Ananiasanswered, Lord, |
have heard by many of thisman,
how much evil he hath done to
thy saintsat Jerusalem:

Acts 26:9-11

| verily thought with myself, that
| ought to do many things
contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazar eth.

Which thing | also did in
Jerusalem: and many of the

And he said, Who art thou,
Lord? And the Lord said, | am
Jesuswhom thou per secutest: itis
hard for thee to kick against the
pricks.

And hetrembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt thou have
metodo? And theL ord said unto

And here he hath authority from
the chief prieststo bind all that
call on thy name.

But the Lord said unto him, Go
thy way: for heisa chosen vessel
unto me, to bear my namebefore
the Gentiles, and kings, and the
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children of |srael:

For 1 will shew him how great
things he must suffer for my
name's sake.

And Ananias went his way, and
entered into the house; and
putting his hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even
Jesus, that appeared untotheein
the way asthou camest, hath sent
me, that thou mightest receive
thy sight, and be filled with the
Holy Ghost.

And immediately there fell from
hiseyesasit had been scales: and
he received sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.

And when he had received meat,
he was strengthened. Then was
Saul certain days with the
disciples which were at
Damascus.

And sraightway he preached
Chrisgt in the synagogues, that he
isthe Son of God.

But all that heard him were
amazed, and said; Is not this he
that destroyed them which called
on this name in Jerusalem, and
came hither for that intent, that
he might bring them bound unto
the chief priests?

But Saul increased the more in
strength, and confounded the
Jews which dwelt at Damascus,
proving that thisisvery Chrigt.

Talk about a life changing
experience! Itsamazing how oneday
in a man's life can completely
redirect the balance of his existence.
Yet, this is the way of it. What a
difference a day makes! This man

went from breathing out
threatenings of saughter to being a
chosen vessel. He went from
persecuting the Church of God to
being known as the great Apostle
Paul. His transformation was
breathtaking. This is the man who
received more revelation than any
other in history. He is the one who
recorded for us, Romans, | & Il
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, | & 1l
Thessalonians, | & 11 Timothy, Titus,
Philemon and Hebrews. The bulk of
the New Testament. All this from a
man who was previousy a mur derer
of Christians. One encounter with
the Lord Jesus Christ changed it all.
Soit isfor anyone that crosses paths
with the Lord Jesus Christ. It was
certainly that way for mel I'm not
the same person | was before I met
Chrigt. Areyou?

Consider Peter and the others. All
changed dramatically as a result of
having been with the Lord. Many of
them had the wonderful honor of
being with him on numerous
occasions. Others, like Simon, are
only recor ded ashaving been around
him once. Do you remember the
singular event that changed your
life? 1'm sureyou do. Perhapsit'sthe
only occasion of its type you do
recall. Nevertheless, every
rendezvouswith Christ providesusa
wondrous opportunity for change.
But don't fret if you can only
remember one. We all get at least
two!

| Thessalonians 4:14-17

For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also
which deep in Jesus will God
bring with him.

For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which
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are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not
prevent them which are adeep.

For the Lord himsef ghall
descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of
God: and thedead in Christ shall
risefirst:

Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds,
tomeet the Lord in the air: and
soshall weever bewiththeLord.

What a difference a day makes!

*kkkk

Sue’s News

July 4, 2000 marksthe fifth anniversary
of our arrival in Alaska. A lot has
transpired in those years. This August
we will celebrate the third anniversary
of the opening of the Teaching Center. It
has been a good three years. We have
seen many new faces who have come to
hear thegreatnessof God’sWord. Linus
continues to hold forth the Word every
Sunday morning at 11 am. We have
recently rented another suite upstairs
from the Teaching Center where
Stephanie Grimes, Nicole Meier, Lydia
and | take care of the children who come
with their parents. It has proven tobea
blessing astheir parentscan now sit and
enjoy the teaching without distraction.

On the home front, we are kept pretty
busy with the grounds (we have an acre
and a half of land) and thethree Alaskan
Malamutes that we own. | grow flowers
in our front garden and have even
planted a vegetable gar den out back that
supplies us with delicious home-grown
veggies. I've learned to “put up” jams,
smoke fish and jar veggies for storage.
Who would have thought a city girl like
me would ever learn to do such things?
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Lydiaisabout to enter ninth grade. Our
littlegirl isn’t solittleanymore. She has
grown into quite the young lady. She
babysits for one of the believer’'s sons
and does a great job of it. Sheison the
high school cheerleading squad (try-outs
werein May) and is looking forward to
that experience. She was a varsity
cheerleader last year at the middle
school and enjoyed it very much. She
continues to do well in school and has
mademany good friends. Shetalksabout
going back to New York with one of the
teensfrom herenext summer toattend a
teen camp. Both Linus and | think it
would be great but the flight is a long
one and much can happen to two
teenaged girls on their first solo flight.
So it's something we need to think and
pray hard about.

Sinceour movehereto Alaskawe vehad
a few visitors. Most recently, Olga
Cordero, originally from Queens who
now resides in Florida, was here for a
week. We had a good time
fellowshippingwith her and reminiscing
over good timesinthecity. Wewerevery
blessed to have her and to show her a
little of the beautiful state welivein.

Well, that’s all for now. | will continue
tokeep you all updated on lifein Alaska.
| pray for you all everyday and thank
God for your stand on His Word and
your faithfulness.

In Hislove,
Sue
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