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Editors Note#

For thepresent “On TheFrontier”
will consist of a compilation of
articles previoudy written for a
column in "The Frontiersman,”
our local newspaper. By doing this
wewish togiveyou, thereader, an
idea of how news media may be
utilized to further the Gospel.
Hopefully this will inspire you to
pursueyour local resour cesfor the
same pur pose.

How We Got The Bible
Part Four

We have been considering the
topic of how the Bible came to be.
As we pursue this under standing
we must continually acknowledge
the Bible asthe written, revealed,
Word of God. There may be many
“writers’ but there is only one
Author.

The Bible is not to be catalogued
with the works of men. The Bible
isnot a history book, but when it
speaks on history it is unerring.
The Bible is not smply a work of
literature, though it is the finest
literary work in existence.

The Bible is the revealed Word
and Will of God. Consequently, we
must first understand how we got
God’s Word (as revealed in the
Bible). To do this we consult the
Bible. Not what men have to say
about it, but what it hasto say for
itself. Any and all information of
any reliability about the Bible
must betaken fromtheBible.Men
come and go, but the Word of the
Lord livesand abides forever.

Il Peter 1:20-21

Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of
any private inter pretation.

For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.
(1769 Authorized Version)

The very first thing to under stand
is that the Word of God is not
subject to private interpretation.
Why? Because men did not “ will”
the prophecy into being. It came
when holy men of God (men upon
whom God put His spirit) spake as
they were moved (the Word was
brought forth) by holy spirit.

Since we dare not interpret it, it
then must interpret itself. And it
does, either in the verse (right
where it is written), context or
prior usage. Therefore, we do not
seek outside sources for their
“interpretation.” No scholar,
minister or historian can speak
more authoritatively on God’s
Word than God Himself.

Noticethisrecord aspenned by the
great Apostle Paul:

Galatians 1:11-12

But | certify you, brethren, that
the gospel which was preached
of meisnot after man.

For | neither received it of man,
neither was | taught it, but by
the revelation of Jesus Christ.
(1769 Authorized Version)

These holy men of God would
speak first, and later as God gave
them leave, they would write.

Any spiritually minded per son will
acknowledge the following:

| Corinthians 14:37

If any man think himself tobea
prophet, or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things
that | write unto you are the
commandments of the Lord.
(1769 Authorized Version)

There are some who claim that
Moses did not write certain
sections of God's Word. That,
however, is the satement of
foolish, arrogant men, not the
testimony of God’s Word.

Exodus 17:14a

And the LORD said unto
Moses, Write this for a
memorial in a book, . . .

(1769 Authorized Version)

Exodus 34:27a

And the LORD said unto
M oses, Writethou these wor ds:
(1769 Authorized Version)

The Word also identifies other
holy men of God given the same
charge, i.e., write.

Jeremiah 36:2a

Take thee a roll (scrall) of a
book, and write therein all the
words that | have spoken unto
thee . . . (1769 Authorized
Version)

Revelation 1:11a

Saying, | am Alphaand Omega,
thefirst and thelast: and, What
thou seest, write in a book . . .
(1769 Authorized Version)

These are but a few of the
testimonies of God’s Word on the
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subject of writing what God told
mentowrite. For smplicity’ ssake,
think of it as dictation. God spoke
and they wrote. There are many
other waysto provethisand given
gpace and time much more
documentation can easly be
supplied for those who desireit.

If we want to know God’'s Word
we must study the literature of
eternity and ignore the literature
of today. What the Bible hasto say
about itself isprincipal, what men
have to say about it is of no
consequence.

AsGod'sWordtheBibleisnot full
of “stories.” Rather it isadivinely
crafted record of God’'s Will. For
instance, when the Bible givesthe
account of Joseph being sold into
davery, it’'sarecord of that event
NOT astory.

Far too many “ministers’ and
“theologians’ deceive the hungry
sear cher into thinking the Bibleis
a compilation of storiesor myths.

Consider the biblical record:

| Timothy 1:4

Neither give heed to fables
[muthos = myths and stories]
and endless genealogies
[genealogia =records of decent
or lineage], which minister
gquestions, rather than godly
edifyingwhich isin faith: so do.
(1769 Authorized Version)

Titus1:14

Not giving heed to Jewish fables
[muthos = myths and storieq],
and commandments of men,
that turn from thetruth.

(1769 Authorized Version)

| Timothy 4:7a

But refuse profane and old
wives fables [muthos = myths
and stories], and exercise

thyself rather unto godliness.
(1769 Authorized Version)

Y ou decide who to believe, men or
the Bible!

Mar ch 4, 2007

*kkkk

How We Got The Bible
Part Five

In this series we've seen how the
Bible was trandated from ancient
manuscripts. The original
languages were Hebrew for the
Old Testament and Greek for the
New. TherearealsosomeAramaic
manuscripts. Once these
trandations were reworked they
became versions.

We have also acknowledged the
additions added to the text by the
scholars who worked it. The
originals had no punctuation, no
upper or lower case letters, no
chapter or verse references, no
chapter headingsand nored letter
text. All of which wereintended as
helps and aids for the Bible
student. However, they are
misleading at timesand never tobe
considered as having any Divine
authority. We thus conclude that
no Bible scholar (recent or
otherwise ) dare add to or delete
from the information gathered
from these critical manuscripts.
The same would apply tothe Bible
itself. Even should they be legion
whowould elevatetheir vapid egos
above the Word of God, we would
do well to consider them the
anathema their words declare
them to be.

Revelation 22:18-19
For | testify unto every man
that heareth the words of the
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prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add untothesethings,
God shall add unto him the
plaguesthat are written in this
book:

And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take
away hispart out of the book of
life, and out of the haly city, and
from the things which are
written in this book. (1769
Authorized Version)

The Bibleisnot full of storiesand
myths, men are! History is full of
those who stop at nothing to
further their own desires. Their
labors are aimed at discrediting
God Himself. Men come and go,
but the Word of God lives and
abides forever. Who would you
rather believe? The man whose
hollow wor ds die with him, or the
Word of theLiving God! Just what
dothey believewhothink theBible
isa “story” book? What is their
“Christian” rule for faith and
practiceif not the Bible?

Perhaps the greatest secret in the
world today isthat the Bibleisthe
revealed Word AND Will of God!
Many believe the Bible to be the
Word of God but few believe it to
be His Will. Now that you know,
you need never again pray “Lord
IF it be thy will.”

| John 5:14-15
And thisisthe confidence that
we havein him, that, if we ask
any thing according to hiswill,
he heareth us:

And if weknow that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that
we desired of him. (1769
Authorized Version)
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The following record is possibly
the most concise explanation in all
the Bible of how we got this
wonderful Word of God:

Jeremiah 36:1-4

And it came to pass in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah king of Judah, that
this word came unto Jeremiah
from the LORD, saying,

Take thee a roll [scrall] of a
book, and write therein all the
wor ds that | have spoken unto
thee againgt 1srael, and against
Judah, and against all the
nations, from the day | spake
unto thee, from the days of
Josiah, even unto this day.

It may be that the house of
Judah will hear all the evil
which | purpose to do unto
them; that they may return
every man from his evil way;
that | may forgivetheir iniquity
and their sin.

Then Jeremiah called Baruch
the son of Neriah: and Baruch
wrote from the mouth of
Jeremiah all the words of the
LORD, which he had spoken
unto him, upon aroll [scrall] of
a book. (1769 Authorized
Version)

God spoketo Jeremiah who spoke
toBaruch whothen wroteit down.

His purpose for doing thisis sated
clearly in verse 3.

Here again:

It may be that the house of
Judah will hear all the evil
which | purpose to do unto
them; that they may return
every man from his evil way;
that | may forgivetheir iniquity
and their sin.

All got to hear this Word when
Baruch read it to them per
Jeremiah’s charge. But the king
and othersrejected the Word and
treated it disrespectfully by cutting
it up and burning it. What they
could not do was dispense with the
Author.

Jeremiah 36:27-28

Then the word of the LORD
cametoJeremiah, after that the
king had burned the roll, and
the wor ds which Baruch wrote
at the mouth of Jeremiah,
saying,

Take thee again another roll
(scrall), and write in it all the
former words that werein the
first roll (scroll), which
Jehoiakim the king of Judah
hath burned. (1769 Authorized
Version)

Y ou can bind men, but not God!

[l Timothy 2:8-10

Remember that Jesus Christ of
the seed of David was raised
from the dead accor ding to my

gospel:

Wherein | suffer trouble, as an
evil doer, even unto bonds; but
the word of God isnot bound.

Therefore | endure all things
for the elect’s sakes, that they
may also obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory.

Reject the apostates and take God
at HisWord!

March 18, 2007
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Demand Accuracy
In Your Acquisition
Of Knowledge

God’'s Word is very clear
regarding His Will for mankind.

| Timothy 2:4

who is willing for all mankind
to be saved and come to a full
knowledge of the truth. (1912
Weymouth Version)

Many Christians are enthusiastic
about the first part of this verse,
but complacent or ignorant
regarding the second. They settle
for opinions, experiences and
denominational creeds.

Weshould both desireand demand
accurate Bible teachings. If the
outcry were loud enough, the
“powers that be” would have to
comply or abandon thelectern. We
should settlefor nothing lessin our
Chur ches and fellowships.

This same demand for accuracy
must be applied to all material
dispensed in public school.
Especially text booksand teaching
curriculums. Consider Intelligent
Design vs. Evolution. The debate
ragesover which if either (or both)
should be taught. The demand for
accuracy would settle this.

There are no less than 16 theses
which refute Dar winian Evolution.
Why are these valid scientific
arguments not considered when
printing text books? Darwinian
Evolution is based upon several
logical fallacies, in particular a
"post hoc propter hoc" type of
ar gument. Post hoc meansafter the
fact. Hence the, post hoc ergo
propter hoc (after this therefore
because of this) fallacy. This is
based upon the erroneous notion
that because one thing happens
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after another the first is cause of
the second. This is confusing
concurrent relationships with
causes. Additionally, the term
“survival of the fittest” is a
tautology predicting an undefined
winner. One which can only be
identified by the outcome of the
competition. This tautology is
ambiguous at best. A tautology
being an empty or vacuous
statement composed of simpler
statementsin afashion that makes
it logically true whether the
statements are true to fact or not.
For example, “Either it will snow
tomorrow or it will not. This
“circular reasoning” is a vain
attempt to prove itself by
repetition.

From all current appearancesthe
DNA molecule simply occurred
intact as we see it today. Where
did it come from? Thisshould bea
serious question set forth by the
fields of science and biology. Why
then is it not? Why should we
continue to promulgate the 150
year old notions of those who had
no clue astothe“origins of life?”

Consider this, Darwin himself
offered important criterion by
which to test his theory. He said,
"1f it could be demonstrated that
any complex organ existed, which
could not possibly have been
formed by numerous, successive,
dight modifications, my theory
would absolutely break down."

Keep that in mind and consider
this, Darwin added a chapter tohis
book, called "Difficulties on
Theory,” in which he openly
admitted the existence of
difficultiesin the following terms:
“Such is the sum of the several
chief objections and difficulties
which may justly be urged against
my theory. | have felt these

difficulties far too heavily during
many year sto doubt their weight.”

Under stand alsothat toDarwinthe
cell and itsinner workingswere a
mystery. Today we under stand the
complex inner workings of
molecular machinery and cellular
systems. Science has discovered a
phenomenon known as
"irreducible complexity." This is
based on empirical evidence and
literally congtitutes the antithesis
of Darwin's theory. To Darwin it
was a mystery, but not to modern
science.

All the actions of living organisms
are an integral result of the DNA
molecule and thus pre-ordained in
the molecule when formed and
before life begins. This has
assuredly existed in its current
form since the beginning of all
organiclife. Therefore, organiclife
demands an explanation outside of
the current evolutionary theory.

All theerrorsin Darwinian theory
can be disproved by the scientific
method alone. No reference to a
belief system isrequired. Anyone
claiming to be a "scientist"
believing evolution to be factual is
biased to the point that their
opinionson any topicinvolved with
thefield of biology must bedeemed
suspect. Intruth thisisnodiffer ent
than the opinions (when not based
on biblical accuracy) of those
otherscall “Bible thumpers.”

We must demand accuracy and a
full disclosur e of truth in academic
AND Church environs. For too
long the “ambitious” have
engineered lies. Ask about the
Dinosaur Wars, Java man,
Piltdown man, Nebraska man,
Lucy and the Car diff giant. Hoaxes
and propaganda to gain fame and
fortune. And ask your Christian
minister what they base their
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beliefsupon and what they think of
the Divine Authority of the Bible.
If they elevate their opinion above
the Scripture, you might want to
look elsewhere for spiritual
counsel.

Don’t take my word for it, do a
little research on your own.
Consider the Bereans!

Acts17:11b

... they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily,
whether those things were so.
(1769 Authorized Version).

April 1, 2007

Postscript:

To date the above article has not
been challenged by any of our local
“scientific minds.” Other articles
written by Christian ministers
endeavoring to discredit
Darwinism and promotel ntelligent
Design have been viciously
attacked. They have labeled the
authors as religious nuts. These
nay-sayers have been swift to
reject the Bible as having no part
in school. And sadly those in
charge hold to the fictitious
“separation of Church and State”

ideology.

However, it seems even the God
rejectingamongthefield of science
cannot argue with accuracy and
must then remain silent or appear
ignorant. The educatorsin charge
have also avoided challenging our
call for accuracy.

In case you are wondering, we
have an abundance of “scientific
minds’ inour littlecommunity and
only one newspaper .

*kkkk*k
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Liberty & Justice
For All

God isnot arespecter of persons.

Romans 2:11

For there is no respect of
persons with God. (1769
Authorized Version)

God’'s love is unconditional,
irrevocable and never based upon
title, position or achievement. God
recognizesno exter nal distinctions
in man.

| Samuel 16:1, 3, 6, 7

And the LORD said unto
Samuel, How long wilt thou
mourn for Saul, seeing | have
rejected him fromreigning over
Israel? fill thine horn with ail,
and go, | will send thee to Jesse
the Bethlehemite: for | have
provided me a king among his
sons.

And call Jesse to the sacrifice,
and | will shew thee what thou
shalt do: and thou shalt anoint
unto me him whom | name unto
thee.

And it cameto pass, when they
were come, that he looked on
Eliab, and said, Surely the
LORD’'S anointed is before
him.

But the LORD said unto
Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of
his stature; because | have
refused him: for the LORD
seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD
looketh on the heart [lebab =
innermost part or seat of the
mind, i.e.,, what really makes
you who and what you ar €].

(1769 Authorized Version)

Peoplelook on the outside. But not
God, He looks on the inside!

When we speak of the “heart” we
are not speaking of the muscular
organ found in the chest. That
organ has no mind or intelligence
outside of cellular programming.
Incredible though it may be, it
cannot influence or alter how or
what we think. When we speak of
a good or evil heart we are
speaking of the “heart” of the
mind. Saying a person has a big
heart or a lot of heart is a
figurative expression of their
mettle. We use the word
“backbone” in thisvein aswell. It
is universally understood that
neither are being spoken of in a
literal sense.

Do heart transplant recipients
becometheor gan donor whogifted
them? The mere notion is
ridiculous! Therecipient of aheart
transplant is merely receiving a
muscular pump from another
individual. And, though | am not
well versed on the device, medical
science isworking on an artificial
heart for transplant patients. It is
under stood by all that thismachine
has no mind or identity of its own
either. | bring this up because,
incredible though it may seem,
therearethosewhothink theheart
in mans chest has the power to
influence thought and emoction.
Thisisin fact amajor tenet among
the many polytheistic Eastern
religions.

For real change you must addr ess
the heart of your mind. Trendy
notions aside, we live life from the
inside out. Better abdominal
muscles (good abs aka a “six-
pack”) will not make you a better
person. Yet we are continually led
to believe changing our outward
appear ance will change our lives.
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Jesse had many fine looking sons
but David, theyoungest, wasGod’s
choice.

| Samuel 16:12

And he sent, and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy, and
withal of a beautiful
countenance, and goodly tolook
to. And the LORD said, Arise,
anoint him: for thisishe. (1769
Authorized Version)

The Scripture declares David as a
man after God’s own heart!

Acts13:22

And when he had removed him,
heraised up untothem David to
be their king; to whom also he
gavetestimony, and said, | have
found David the son of Jesse, a
man after mine own heart,
which shall fulfil all my will.
(1769 Authorized Version)

Your heart iswhat God wants!

Prover bs 23:26

My son, give me thine heart,
and let thine eyes observe my
ways. (1769 Authorized
Version)

Faith isa matter of heart aswell!

Romans 10:8

But what saith it? The word is
nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach

| Timothy 1:5

Now the end of the
commandment is charity out of
a pure heart, and of a good
conscience, and of faith
unfeigned:

Hebrews11:6

But without faithitisimpossible
to please him: for he that
comethtoGod must believethat
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heis, and that he isarewarder
of them that diligently seek
him. (1769 Authorized Version)

Thereisno preferential treatment
with God, but He does endorse
condition.

| Timothy 4:10

For therefore we both labour
and suffer repr oach, becausewe
trugt in the living God, who is
the Saviour of all men, specially
of those that believe.

(1769 Authorized Version)

Tohavefaith and believe one must
have God'sWord.

Romans 10:17
So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.

To say one has heard from God
apart from believing the written
Word isalie and a defamation of
God’s veracity.

| John 5:10

He that believeth on the Son of
God hath thewitnessin himself:
he that believeth not God hath
made him a liar; because he
believeth not the record that
God gave of his Son. (1769
Authorized Version)

| John 2:4

Hethat saith, | know him, and
keepeth not hiscommandments,
isaliar, and the truth isnot in
him.

(1769 Authorized Version)

| John 1:10

If we say that we have not
sinned, wemakehimaliar, and
hisword isnot in us.

(1769 Authorized Version)

Proverbs 30:6
Add thou not unto his words,
lest he reprove thee, and thou
be found aliar

1John 3:22

And whatsoever we ask, we
receive of him, because we keep
his commandments, and do
thosethingsthat arepleasingin
his sight.

1John 5:3

For thisisthelove of God, that
we keep his commandments:
and his commandmentsare not
grievous.

How can vyou keep His
commandmentsif you do not know
what they are? How can you
believe His Word if you have not
heard it? How can you hear it if no
one speaks it? How can you be
pleasingtoHim if you do not know
what He finds pleasing?

Romans 10:11-15

For the scripture saith,
Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed.

For there is no difference
between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over
all isrich untoall that call upon
him.

For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?

And how shall they preach,
except they be sent? as it is
written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the
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gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!
(1769 Authorized Version)

God loves equity and never desires
others to benefit from our loss.
Men ask this of us. There is no
shortage of gpecial interests
demanding we act Christian, not
truly knowing or caring what that
means. Remember, Jesus Christ
died for you that you might live for
God. HisWord then isutmost.

Romans 12:1,2

| beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, haly,
acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable [logikos =
logical] service.

And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

(1769 Authorized Version)

Il Corinthians 8:13

For | mean not that other men
be eased, and ye burdened:
(1769 Authorized Version)

Thus we know it is wrong to
burden the worker with the
slacker, the moral with the
immoral or the responsible with
the irresponsible. One man's
increase should never equal
another’s loss. In any transaction
both parties are to be equally
blessed. How dol know? TheBible
tells me so.

Proverbs11:1

A false balance is abomination
tothe LORD: but a just weight
ishisdelight.

April 15, 2007
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God Is Light
&
In Him
Is
No Darkness At All

We have all been witness to or
heard of unimaginable cruelty. It
seemstheleast deserving and most
promisng among us pay the
dearest price. Justiceand fair play
seem distant. Decent human beings
are made to suffer or diewhilethe
miscreantswhoviolated them seem
to go unpunished. Angst ridden
mankind lacks answers so they
seek out the “experts.” Yet, none
of them seem to have answer sthat
truly satisfy. There are however,
satisfying answers to be had. But
only if you look in the right place.

The Bible is that place! But the
Bibleisnot for everybody. It isnot
for the God rejecter and agnostic.
It is not for the unbelieving and
idolatrous. It is not for the
naysayer or those who elevate
science above scripture. It is not
for the religionist holding to self-
righteousness.

Itisfor thebeliever, for those who
want answers. It is for you who
love God with all your heart, soul,
mind and strength. It isfor us, we
who hunger and thirst for
righteousness.

On to some biblical answer sthen:

Goad is not responsible for death,
the devil is. Yes, thereisa devil!

Hebrews 2:14

Forasmuch then asthechildren
are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same; that
through death he might destr oy
him that had the power of

death, that is, the devil; (1769
Authorized Version)

Oneprominently lacking aspect in
the non-answers provided by the
“spiritual” pundits queried in
these painful times is that they
never mention the existence of the
devil. Sin and man’s sinful nature
is rarely mentioned either. Some
may be so bold as to call certain
events or individuals evil, but
that’s usually as far as it goes.
Why? Because, anyonementioning
the devil these days is
automatically labeled a * nut-job”
and no longer taken serioudly.

Don’t you think it odd that a
person claiming to believe the
Bibleand God deniestheexistence
of the devil?

Let me set the record straight for
you. Thereisadevil and if you are
a Christian he is your adversary.
He is the one responsible for
influencing men to do unspeakable
evil.

If you acknowledge God and His
Word, you know there is a devil.
There isa True God and a false
one.

Il Corinthians 4:3-4
But if our gospel behid, it ishid
tothem that are lost:

In whom the god of this world
[aeon = age] hath blinded the
minds of them which believe
not, lest thelight of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shineunto
them. (1769 Authorized
Version)

TheBible saysthere ar e two gods,
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the devil who is
the god of thisage. The good news
is, our God isGod of gods.
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Jesus said:

John 10:10

Thethief cometh not, but for to
steal, and to kill, and to
destroy: | am come that they
might have life, and that they
might have it mor e abundantly.
(1769 Authorized Version)

The devil has many namesin the
Bible, all given for the purpose of
exposing a particular aspect of his
nature. Such as; serpent, dragon,
devil, Satan, the tempter, the
accuser, Beelzebub, prince of the
power of the air, prince of devils,
prince of thisworld and Abaddon.

All of these refer to the same
spiritual entity and he is the
epitome of evil. God, on the other
hand, is all good.

| John 1:5

This then is the message which
we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is
light, and in him isno darkness
at all.

(1769Authorized Version)

Exodus 34:6-7

And the LORD passed by
before him, and proclaimed,
The LORD, The LORD God,
merciful and gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth,

Keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that
will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children,
and upon the children’s
children, unto the third and to
the fourth generation.

(1769 Authorized Version)

Two other reasonsfor evil are sin
and man’s sin-nature. Since
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Adam’s disobedient act in the
Garden, both have been with us
along with the devil.

Romans 5:12,19

Wherefore, as by one man
[Adam] sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned:

For as by one man’s
disobedience [Adam] many
were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one [Jesus] shall
many be made righteous. (1769
Authorized Version)

Thereisevil in the world and the
“intelligence” behind it is God’s
archenemy, the devil. Man’s sin-
nature and sin make the devil’s
objectives possible. Toignore him
only makes hisjob easier.

You cannot stand against an
enemy by disregarding his
existence.

James 4.7

Submit your selves ther efore to
God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from vyou. (1769
Authorized Version)

Thedevil hatesto be made known.
He relies on secrecy to be
successful. | trust thisarticletobe
an uncomfortable disclosure for
him!

April 29, 2007

kkkkk

Happy Mother’s Day!

We would like to wish a happy
Mother’sDay toall of our precious
mothers. They are the ones who
bound up our wounds, cleaned up
our messes, did our laundry,

cooked our meals, checked our
schoolwork and sat with us when
we fell ill. And as we grew and
explored our social boundaries,
mom sacrificed many a night of
deep. And every mother knows
that does not end until she passes
on. Our wonderful dads do the
same thing but none can deny the
centrality of mom’srole. It would
be atragedy indeed torelegate our
display of appreciation toonly one
day a year. We need to show our
indebtedness daily, not annually.
Notwithstanding, we wish them all
avery happy Mother’s Day!

| am denied this privilege as my
mom fell asleep many yearsago. |
will never forget who she was and
what she did for me.

After becoming a minister my
mom wrote me a letter and in it
told me that God had answered
another prayer for her. You see,
when | was yet a little boy she
prayed that someday | would serve
God. What could be more
beautiful, tender and powerful
than a mother’s prayer for her
child?1 longfor our Lord’ sReturn
when | shall once again see her
face-to-face. What a day that will
bel

That we honor our mothers is a
commandment of the Lord.

Ephesians 6:2-3
honour thy father and mother,

The above verseisreiterating one
of theten commandments, making
this a primary directive. As we
continue reading we find this
command hasawonder ful promise
attached toit.

Verse 3:

whichisthefirst command with
apromise, ‘That it may be well
with thee, and thou mayest live

March/April 2007

alongtimeupontheland. (1898
Young'sLiteral Trandation)

Who among us does not desire a
long and fruitful life?

Genesis 3:20

And Adam called his wife's
name Eve; because she wasthe
mother of all living. (1769
Authorized Version)

Eve certainly was not perfect,
seduced by the serpent she and
Adam sinned thus creating a
“chasm” between God and man.
To close this breach, God would
haveto provide a redeemer. Since
this problem came from man, the
solution would have to come from
man.

| Corinthians 15:21,22

For since by man came death,
by man came also the
resurrection of the dead.

For asin Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made
alive. (1769 Authorized
Version)

Romans 5:12-17

Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned:

(For until thelaw sin wasin the
world: but sin is not imputed
when thereisno law.

Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to M oses, even over
them that had not sinned after
the similitude of Adam’s
transgression, whoisthefigure
of him that wasto come.

But not asthe offence, soalsois
the free gift. For if through the
offence of one many be dead,
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much more the grace of God,
and the gift by grace, which is
by one man, Jesus Chrigt, hath
abounded unto many.

And not as it was by one that
sinned, so is the gift: for the
judgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift
is of many offences unto
justification.

For if by one man’'s offence
death reigned by one; much
more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness shall reign
in life by one, Jesus Christ.)
(1769 Authorized Version)

Genesis 3:14-16

And the LORD God said unto
the serpent, Because thou hast
donethis, thou art cur sed above
all cattle, and above every beast
of thefield; upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life:

And | will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel.

Unto the woman he said, | will
greatly multiply thy sorrow
[labor] and thy conception; in
sorrow [labor] thou shalt bring
forth children; and thy desire
shall beto thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee. (1769
Authorized Version)

Not long after, Eve thought she
had the promised seed.

Genesis4:1

And Adam knew Eve his wife;
and she conceived, and bare
Cain, and said, | have gotten a
man from the LORD.

(1769 Authorized Version)

Sadly, this proved to be Cain.

Eve knew all women would have
the physiological potential to bear
the “seed” (Jesusthe Christ). But
it was not until many, many years
later that a woman did in fact
receive. That womanwasMary the
mother of our Lord. God had to
wait all those years for a suitable
mother for His Son. But why?
What set Mary apart? That
answer is found in Mary’s
response to Gabriel’s
announcement regarding her first
pregnancy (Jesushad half brother s
and sisters, same mom different
dad - Matthew 13:55,56; Mark
6:3).

Luke 1:38

And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it
unto me accor ding to thy word.
And the angel departed from
her. (1769 Authorized Version)

Mary wasbound to servetheLord
and said . . . “be it unto me
accordingtothy word”! A servant
willing to make God’'s Word her
will.

God NEVER violates man’s free-
will. Hehad towait all those years
for a woman who would make her
will subservient to His Word. In
doing this she gave birth to the
Saviour, God’s only begotten Son
the Prince of Peace.

The origins of Mother’s Day are
mixed based on culture. Ours is
fashioned after Juliet Ward
Howe's vision of a haliday
celebrating peacemaking.

Having said that, true peaceisonly
available to those who accept the
Prince of Peace! Happy Mother’s
Day to all and peace upon those
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity. May 13, 2007

March/April 2007
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The Love of God

The love of God is greater far
than tongue or pen can ever tell;

It goes beyond the highest star,
and reaches to the lowest hell.
The guilty pair, bowed down with care,
God gave his Son to win;

His erring child He reconciled,
and pardoned from this sin.
O love of God how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forever more endure.
The saint's and angels song!

When years of time shall pass away,
and earthly thrones and kingdoms fall.
When men who here refuse to pray,
on rocks and hills and mountains call.
God's love so sure shall still endure,
all measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam'’s race
the saint's and angels song.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,
and were the skies of parchment made.
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
and every man a scribe by trade.
To write the love of God above
would drain the ocean dry;

Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
tho stretched from sky to sky.

O love of God how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!

It shall forever more endure.
The saint's and angels song!

Frederick M. Lehman
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In 1917 Frederick M. Lehman wrotethissong in Pasadena, California. Headded thefirst two stanzas
and achorustothelinesof apoem which, after a patient’ sdeath, had been found penciled on the wall
of hisroom in an insane asylum. General consensusisthat thisinmate, in momentsof epic sanity, had
adapted this poem from a centuries old Jewish poem called " Hadamut," written in 1096 by Rabbi
Mayer. Others contend the poem waswritten in Aramaic in 1050 by Meir Ben Isaac Nehorai. Either
way, this poem has been trandated into at least eighteen different languages since then.

Theoriginal third stanza was as follows:

"Were the sky of parchment made, A quill each reed, each twig and blade, Could we with ink the
oceans fill, Were every man a scribe of skill, The marvelous story, Of God’s great glory Would still
remain untold; For He, most high The earth and sky Created alone of old."

The man in theinsane asylum reworked it to read as below:

" Could wewith ink the ocean fill, And werethe skies of parchment made, Were every stalk on earth
aquill, And every man a scribe by trade, To writethelove of God above Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Tho stretched from sky to sky."

kkkk*k
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