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The Way Of Life

An interesting paradox exists
regarding the world and our
relationship toit.

John 15:19

If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own: but
because ye ar e not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world
hateth you.

We may be from the world but we
are not of the world. We are the
Lord’s chosen, culled out of the
world. For this reason the world
hates us.

Wedonot now, nor should we ever,
fit the model of the world. Rather,
it would be better that we “dip
through the cracks.”

Consequently, we are directed to
the following:

Romans 12:1& 2

I  beseech you therefore,
brethren, by themer ciesof God,
that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your
reasonable service.

And be not conformed to this
world: but beyetransformed by
the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what isthat good,
and acceptable, and per fect, will
of God.

We are not to be conformed or
molded to the world, yet it is for
our conformation that the world
strives.

What is it to be conformed to the
world? Consider the same passage
as rendered by the Bible in Basic
English.

Romans 12:1& 2

For this reason | make request
toyou, brothers, by the mercies
of God, that you will give your
bodies as a living offering, holy,
pleasing to God, which is the
worshipitisright for youtogive
him.

And let not your behaviour be
like that of this world, but be
changed and made new in mind,
so that by experience you may
have knowledge of the good and
pleasing and complete purpose
of God. (Biblein Basic English)

Our behavior should be aglory to
our God and atributetoour Lord
Jesus Christ. We should be a
credittoGod’sWord inall that we
do and say.

Ephesians 5:1-7
Be ye therefore followers of
God, asdear children;

Andwalk in love, asChrist also
hath loved us, and hath given
himself for usan offering and a
sacrifice to God for a
sweetsmelling savour .

But fornication, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness,
let it not be once named among
you, as becometh saints;

Neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor jesting, which are
not convenient: but rather
giving of thanks.

For this ye know, that no
whoremonger, nor unclean
person, nor covetous man, who
is an idolater, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.

Let no man deceive you with
vainwor ds: for because of these
thingscometh the wrath of God
upon the children of
disobedience.

Be not ye therefore partakers
with them.
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We are to follow or imitate God’'s
Way. HisWay ismade known tous
aswe study and believe His Word.
Having donethat we then decideto
abandon our waysin favor of His.
This is a decison that must be
renewed every single day. It is not
aonetimefor all time decision.

God provided sustenancefor Israel.
Within thisprocess God set forth a
vital lesson, onefar more enduring
than food. Something they dearly
needed to learn for they quickly
forgot that they wer e emancipated
and became resentful of their
Deliverer.

Exodus 16:2-4

And the whole congregation of
thechildren of 1srael mur mured
against Moses and Aaron in the
wilder ness:

And the children of Israel said
unto them, Would to God we
had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the flesh pots,
and when we did eat bread to
the full; for ye have brought us
forth into thiswilder ness, tokill
this whole assembly with
hunger.

Then said the LORD unto
M oses, Behold, | will rain bread
from heaven for you; and the
people shall go out and gather a
certain rate every day, that |
may prove them, whether they
will walk in my law, or no.

Bread from heaven with naught but
a smple command, i.e, take no
mor e than you need daily.

Sadly, they failed miserably. But,
this basic truth endures to all
generations.

Deuteronomy 8:1-3

All the commandments which |
command thee this day shall ye
observe to do, that ye may live,
and multiply, and go in and
possess the land which the
LORD sware untoyour fathers.

And thou shalt remember all the
way which the LORD thy God
led thee these forty yearsin the
wilder ness, to humble thee, and
to prove thee, to know what was
in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep his
commandments, or no.

And he humbled thee, and
suffered theeto hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that he might
make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of the LORD doth
man live.

Man is proved daily by his own
actions, whether to keep the
commandment of God or not. In
this we clearly see that it is by
every Word of God that we live.
Physical food places a “distant
second” tothemagnificent Word of
God.

Daily we are tempted to live our
way rather than God’s.

Our Lord, being tempted in all
points like as we yet without sin,
was exemplary in always choosing
God’'sWay.
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Even with the devil being
per sonally present to tempt him he
remained stalwart.

Matthew 4:1-4

Then was Jesus led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil.

And when he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, he was
afterward an hungred.

And when the tempter came to
him, he said, If thou be the Son
of God, command that these
stones be made bread.

But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of themouth
of God.

It isof notethat the section of Holy
Writ fromwhichtheLord quoted is
Deuteronomy 8:3. The one and
same lesson regarding a daily
decision to obey God's Word and
that regardless of circumstance or
personal hazard. In this case the
Lordwasin direneed of sustenance
making his situation maost extreme.

What a wonderful Lord we havel
No circumstance ever dictated his
action nor swayed his decision
making. No! His decisions were
based upon the Word of God and
nothing else. And make nomistake,
thiswasadaily processfor him just
asitisfor us.

How thankful we should bethat our
Lord has chosen usl Therefore, we
are not of the world and should
follow none of itsways. Further, we
are given the Word of God which
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when believed ensuresthat we are
not of thisworld.

John 17:14-17

| have given them thy wor d; and
the world hath hated them,
because they are not of the
world, even as| am not of the
world.

| pray not that thou shouldest

take them out of the world, but
that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil.

They are not of the world, even
asl| am not of the world.

Sanctify themthroughthy truth:
thy word istruth.

It is the Word of God that
sanctifies us, setting us apart from
the world and the things of the
world. But, only when acted upon.
No amount of mental assent will
suffice, the Word must be mixed
with faith for us to receive its
benefits.

Of course some would argue that
the above passage is not for us but
rather wasfor those present during
the Lord’s earthly ministry. For
those believing that | suggest
reading the rest of the immediate
context. Namely the following:

Ver ses 18-ff

As thou hast sent me into the
world, even so have | also sent
them into the world.

And for their sakes | sanctify
myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth.

Neither pray | for these alone,
but for them also which shall
believe on me through their
word;

That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, artin me, and | in
thee, that they also may be one
in us: that theworld may believe
that thou hast sent me.

And the glory which thou gavest
me | have given them; that they
may be one, even aswe ar e one:

| in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in
one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me.

Father, | will that they also,
whom thou hast given me, be
with me where | am; that they
may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst mebefor ethefoundation
of theworld.

O righteous Father, the world
hath not known thee: but | have
known thee, and these have
known that thou hast sent me.

And | have declared unto them
thy name, and will declare it:
that the love wherewith thou
hast loved me may be in them,
and | inthem.

Notice verse 20! You and | are
definitely among those who believe
on Jesus Christ through the word
passed on by those present that
day. Many years may have passed
but when God's Word is spoken
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today it is the same as when the
Lord Jesus Christ himself spoke it!

And should you have missed it,
Jesusprayed for the current reality
of God in Christ in you.

Il Corinthians 5:19

To wit, that God was in Chrigt,
reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of
reconciliation.

God wasIN Christ. Not that Hewas
Christ or that Christ isGod but He
(God) wasIN Christ.

Furthermore:

Colossians 1:27

To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory:

Christ IN you! Not Christ isyou or
you are him, but he is IN you.
Hence, it isGod IN Christ IN you!

Remember the prayer:

John 17:23

| in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in
one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and
hast loved them, as thou hast
loved me.

To think that Jesus prayed for us
before ever we were. It leaves me
breathless. How about you?

Thereisnoquestion in my mind but
that God’s Way isthe ONLY way.
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JesusChrist being the apotheosis of
same.

John 14:6

Jesus saith unto him, | am the
way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh untotheFather, but
by me.

This then is a fundamental truth
about which there can be no
debate. Having said that, men still
tend to allow their thoughts to
wander .

Proverbs 16:25

There is a way that seemeth
right unto a man, but the end
ther eof are the ways of death.

| personally am not interested in
the ways of death. Are you? So
then, it isJesusChrist that we must
follow for he and he alone is THE
way.

| Peter 2:21

For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow
his steps:

If we areto follow in the footsteps
of our Lord we must adheretothe
Scripturewith the sametenacity as
he demonstrated, and that daily.

Psalms 61:8

Sowill I make songsin praise of
your name for ever, giving to
God that which isright day by
day. (Biblein Basic English)

The least we can do is render to
God that which isright and thiswe
must do daily. After all, He blesses
us every single day.

Psalms 68:19

Blessed be the Lord, who daily
loadeth uswith benefits, even the
God of our salvation. Selah.

Following we read a requirement
for discipleship.

Luke 9:23-25

And he said to them all, If any
man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his
cross daily [shoulder your
responsibility], and follow me.

For whosoever will save hislife
[worldly existence] shall loseit:
but whosoever will lose his life
for my sake, the same shall save
it [spiritual life].

For what isaman advantaged, if
he gain the whole world, and
lose himself, or be cast away?

Daily we must shoulder our
commitment to keep Jesus Lord.
We confessed him so at the onset of
our Christian journey and must
keep him so throughout.

In order to do thiswe must put an
end to our worldlinessfor if we do
not, we shall lose ourselves to the
world or bedestroyed. Lifeismuch
too short to squander in worldly
pur suits.

Consider the routine of the first
century Christian:

Acts 2:46& 47

And they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with
gladnessand singlenessof heart,
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Praising God, and having favour
with all thepeople. AndtheLord
added to the church daily such
as should be saved.

The habit pattern of the modern
Christian and the results ther eof
areafar cry from what weread in
Acts2. Aren’t they?

The current practice of the aver age
Chrigtian today is anemic by
comparison. Why is this?
Worldliness. Thisis the reason we
see such meager resultsin outreach
also. Certainly it isn't God nor His
Word that have changed. I1t’sus O’
Lord, it’sus.

Thankfully this situation is
rectifiable. It's a simple matter of
choice, but a choice that must be
made every day. That is, to walk
God’sWay rather than our own. Or
more properly, to make His Way
our way.

Acts5:42

And daily in the temple, and in
every house, they ceased not to
teach and preach Jesus Christ.

There mugt first be a teaching and
a preaching of Jesus Christ. Not a
social gospel, personal experience,
self-development, worship in the
guise of entertainment, opinion,
community concerns, politics or
current events.

There's a rash of the above
prevalent in our Churches today.
There are those who simply tell
those present only what they want
tohear or already believe. That’sa
“social feel good” gospel. Y ousurely
don’t want to alienate anyone. Sin
does not seem to concern them.
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After all we mugt fill the pewsand
line the coffers.

Othersrant and ravepreachingthe
“greatness’ of their experiences,
over and over again. For them
Scripture appears to take a back
seat to their perspective. Could
they know mor e than God?
Programs focused on the
individual’s benefit are also quite
popular these days. This certainly
gives the Church-goer a track for
per sonal profit. But what does God
want?

It also seemsthat “good music” has
become more of a draw than the
wonder ful, matchlessWord of God.
My brethren, these things ought
not to be so!

But the one that leads so many
astray these days resides in
presenting community concerns
and current eventsrather than the
Gospel. Or worseyet, calling these
thingsthe Gospel.

The preacher steps behind the
lectern, reads a verse or two and
launches into news commentary.
Thisis all too common, especially
since many are now consulting the
media for a confirmation of the
Scripture. This could not be more
backwards.

We must look to the Literature of
Eternity for guidance and NOT to
the literature of the times. We do
not chart our lives by current
events but rather by future
certainties. | submit to the Return
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Chrigt, the Hope of Eternity!

The Word of God is our map and
the Hope our compass. It is by

God’s Word that we are guided,
not by the state of the Union.

Psalms 119:105
Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.

ItisGod’sWord which illuminates
or path. His Word alone can lead
us through darkness.

Psalms 43:3

O send out thy light and thy
truth: let them lead me; let them
bring me unto thy holy hill, and
to thy taber nacles.

God’sWord istruth and light. His
Word leads us, but we must decide
to follow and that every day.

Psalms 19:8

The statutes of the LORD are
right, reoicing the heart: the
commandment of the LORD is
pure, enlightening the eyes.

Not only is His Word right, it is
pure. Inthisour heartsrejoice and
our under standing is enlightened.

Psalms 18:28

For thou wilt light my candle:
the LORD my God will
enlighten my darkness.

His Word causes the darkness to
flee asHelights our way.

Every day we must decide which
way to go. We have but one of two
choices. It may seem there are
many but there are only two.

God gavethefollowing to Jeremiah
for achargetolsradl:
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Jeremiah 21:8

And unto this people thou shalt
say, Thus saith the LORD;
Behold, | set before you the way
of life, and the way of death.

Two ways, choose one. The way of
life or theway of death. Thischoice
must be made anew every single
day. Failure to choose yields to the
way of death by default.

Moses, prior to his death, set the
same truth before Israel with
defining char acteristics.

Deuter onomy 30:15-20

See, | have set before thee this
day lifeand good, and death and
evil;

In that I command thee this day
to love the LORD thy God, to
walk in hisways, and tokeep his
commandments and his statutes
and his judgments, that thou
mayest live and multiply: and
the LORD thy God shall bless
thee in the land whither thou
goest to possess it.

But if thine heart turn away, so
that thou wilt not hear, but shalt
be drawn away, and worship
other gods, and serve them;

| denounce unto you this day,
that ye shall surely perish, and
that ye shall not prolong your
daysupon theland, whither thou
passest over Jordan to go to
possessit.

| call heaven and earthtorecord
this day against you, that | have
set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and
thy seed may live:
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That thou mayest love the
LORD thy God, and that thou
mayest obey his voice, and that
thou mayest cleave untohim: for
he isthy life, and the length of
thy days: that thou mayest dwell
in the land which the LORD
sware unto thy fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacab, to give them.

God is our life, even as He was
theirs. Why would we choose
anythingother thanlife? Especially
since God is that life that we
choose.

Colossians 3:1-5a

If ye then berisen with Christ,
seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on
the right hand of God.

Set your affection on things
above, not on things on the
earth.

For yearedead, and your lifeis
hid with Christ in God.

When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with himin glory.

Mortify ther efor eyour members
which areupon theearth . ..

God and His Son are our life. We
must put to death any semblance of
worldliness and live unto them.

| John 2:15-17

Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If
any man lovetheworld, the love
of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of

the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the
world.

And the world passeth away,
and the lust ther eof: but he that
doeth thewill of God abideth for
ever.

All that isin the world shall pass
away, but those who do the will of
God abide forever! Why love that
which is so temporal and
ineffectual? To do so is perilous.
The choiceisobvious, isit not?

Matthew 6:24

No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.

Only two choices. Oneto love, one
to hate. Which will it be? Decide
today and decide again tomorrow
or be deceived day by day. Thisis
not aonetime only decision. Would
that it were.

Imagine, if you will, the adoration
some of our leaders have for the
world. Think how this planet and
itswild life are put on pedestals. It
would seem that environmental
health is more important than
reverence for God.

Now consider this:

James4:4

Y e adulterers and adulter esses,
know ye not that the friendship
of thewor Id isenmity with God?
whosoever therefore will be a
friend of theworld isthe enemy
of God.
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How much “ stock” ought weto put
in the designs of those who have
befriended the world? Clearly it is
folly to base one's actions upon
information received from such
Sour ces.

Romans 8:5-8

For they that are after the flesh
do mind the things of the flesh;
but they that are after the Spirit
the things of the Spirit.

For to be carnally minded is
death; but to be spiritually
minded islife and peace.

Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it isnot
subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

Sothen they that arein the flesh
cannot please God.

Obvioudy we all want to please
God. Therefore, though we
our selves may think spiritually, we
must not allow the car nal minded to
direct our way.

To stay on course we need the
Scripture.

Psalms 119:59

| thought on my ways, and
turned my feet unto thy
testimonies.

Isaiah 55:8& 9

For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
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That being the case we would be
remiss if we did not discard our
waysin favor of His.

Proverbs 6:23

For the commandment is a
lamp; and the law is light; and
reproofs of instruction are the
way of life:

The following is a poem I've
enjoyed for many years. | trust it
will be as much a delight to you as
it has been tome.
The Way

To every man there openeth A
Way, and Ways, and a Way, And
the High Soul climbs the High
Way, And the Low Soul gropesthe
Low, And in between, on the misty
flats, Therest drift to and fro. But
to every man ther e openeth A High
Way, and a Low. And every man
decideth The way his soul shall go.

John Oxenham

kkkkk

Sue’s News

It's hard to believe it’s the end of
July already. The summer seemed
to come and go in a couple of
weeks., We had a few weeks of
really beautiful Alaskan summer,
then it started to cool down some
and has been that way ever since.
Autumn istrying to break through
and even a few |leaves have started
tofall. Herein Alaska, you need to
enjoy the summer while you can
because it doesn’t hang around for
long.

At this moment, we are awaiting
the arrival of our niece, Melissa,
from South Car olina. Sheiscoming
to spend a couple of weekswith us

before she starts her senior year of
high school. She has made us very
proud this past year. She was
invited toamedical confer encethat
only thebrightest and the best high
school students get invited to. She
plansto go collegefor neur oscience
when she graduates from high
schoal. You gogirl!

Our family is happy and healthy.
Malachi startsfirst gradethisyear
and Arin will be starting
kindergarten. That should be
interesting! As | have said before,
Arinisabusy boy. They both bring
smilesto our faces and are usually
eager to come over and spend time
with Granddaddy and Grandmom.
They love to go out back and play
with the dogs. That gives everyone
involved lots of good exer cisel

Lydiaisdoing well. After breaking
her anklein March, shefinally got
the okay from her surgeon to do
whatever shewanted after July 4th.
Now she's out and about and
having fun. She's dtill thinking
about heading east at some point,
but has made no plans yet.

Linusand | continueto do what we
do. He teaches the Word at the
Teaching Center every Sunday and
ministersto the folkswho attend. |
do what | can to make things a
blessing.

So until next time, stay happy and
blessed. God is good!

Email me anytime at:

S m@mtaonline.net

kkkkk
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